
I grew up in the tropics of Papua, Indonesia
where my parents were missionaries – my
father worked as a mission pilot, providing
service and humanitarian aid to the hard-to-
reach indigenous communities. We moved
around a lot, and I was exposed to several
different natural environments and animals.
My parents’ missionary term started off in a
small village on a big river in the middle of the
jungle. There were no roads, no cars, and only
a few hours of electricity per day. My siblings
and I had a lot of pets, and exposure to exotic
wild animals such as a cuscus (marsupial),
echidna, rabbits, birds, snakes, spiders, fish,
cats and dogs. When I was in middle school,
my family moved to a coastal town – it was
here that I developed my love for the ocean. I
remember snorkeling on the weekends, and
hearing bombs from blast fishermen going off
in the distance, and seeing evidence of large
areas of bombed reefs: white, broken, and
empty of fish.

Living overseas and having that extraordinary
experience of spending my childhood in Papua
shaped my worldview. I learned to value being
a good steward of creation by protecting and
conserving animals and nature. I also saw the
importance of taking care of and supporting
people and communities. 

Pursuing a career as an RVT

After moving back to Canada with my family,
choosing a career path wasn’t easy, as I have
several different interests and passions. I
found that pursuing an education in veterinary
technology was the best fit for me, as I loved
the practical versatility it offered. I graduated
from the University of Guelph, Ridgetown
Campus, and had the privilege of gaining
experience at several different organizations.
My academic resume includes volunteering in
wildlife rehabilitation near Ottawa,

completing my placement in lab animal
research and volunteering as a research
assistant working with basking sharks in the
Bay of Fundy.

Being offered a position at the Raja Ampat
Research and Conservation Centre (RARCC)
was a dream. Rubbing shoulders with
Conservation International, National
Geographic, World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and
the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is
unreal. We are able to host film crews and
photographers as they capture remote and
exotic species native to this area, and support
researchers and students who study species
like sea cucumbers, and sponges for cancer
research – just to name a few! Even now,
scientists are finding new species of
echinoderms and marine fish in this
immediate area. 
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It is said, “who you are in the sandbox is who you are today.” I find
this is extremely true of myself. As a little girl I dreamed of being
a marine biologist working with marine mammals, and an
adventurer and photojournalist for National Geographic. Now I find
myself dabbling in several areas of my kid dreams.
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We even had the privilege of hosting a world
famous ornithologist to do a brief study on
small-island specialists and supertramps --
birds that are bullied off of larger islands and
forced to migrate to smaller islands where
food and water is scarcer. We found that the
White-Eye Zosterop is found to be endemic
exclusively to the island of Agusta – just a
few kilometers South of our island! 

What sets us apart here at the
RARCC from other NGOs is our
view of the Papuan people as the
key to protecting and conserving
this special corner of the planet.
Involving them is our first priority,
and it is our main goal to support
the local communities to protect
the natural environment from
destructive fishing and logging
practices, and to help the people
build a better living through
sustainable industries, focusing
on awareness, education and
eco-tourism initiatives. A
sustainable marine eco-tourism
project we are working on
developing is Kayak4
Conservation. Through kayaking, we are able
to create a sustainable way for the locals to
make an income other than through
destructive fishing practices. This is done
through the employment of kayak guides and
by supporting locally owned guesthouses. 

Living on a small tropical island in the South
Pacific isn’t always as simple as vanilla-
coloured beaches and swaying coconut trees.

When the island has no natural fresh water
source available, a drought can prove to be
severe.

Living with water scarcity 

This past July, we had a long dry spell, the
first one in over 20 years. We believe it was

due to the El Niño, resulting in decreased air
quality and poor visibility. The islands across
the bay that we usually enjoy observing were
not visible for months. Many of the natural
fresh water sources dried up, causing
withered plants and trees, and the
dehydration and death of many animals.
Several animals wandered into our clearing in
search of drinking water. Normally, the birds

and marsupials get their source of hydration
from the leaves of trees and bushes. The
trees, however, had since turned yellow, their
crispy leaves falling off, much like autumn in
a temperate climate. Even the palm fronds
and coconuts from the usually hearty coconut
trees started falling down!

One of our local staff members witnessed a
Common Spotted Cuscus fall
out of a tree, and took the
initiative to care for her. After
some inspection we realized
she had an infected wound
on her abdomen from the fall.
We were able to treat it by
debridement of the necrotic
tissue, gave her lots of fresh
fruit and water, and after a
few days we released her
back into the forest. It is
encouraging to see how the
locals care for nature, and it
is rewarding for me to be
able to share my knowledge
and experience with them.

Finally after three months,
the drought ended, and we

went from one extreme to the other. We
awoke in the middle of the night during a
much-anticipated torrential downpour to an
intense fishy-smell. When exposed to air
during low spring tides, corals exude huge
volumes of nutrient-rich mucus, as a
protective mechanism against desiccation and
UV radiation, much like how humans use
sunscreen. The combined stress of an extreme
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It is encouraging to see how the locals care for nature, and it is rewarding
for me to be able to share my knowledge and experience with them.



spring tide and the heavy rainfall had several
consequences, although it is a natural
occurrence. The table coral on our house reef
slowly started to die and bleach due to the
loss of algae and the development of bacterial
growth.

Raja Ampat is home to roughly 75 percent of
all of the world’s known coral species, and
hosts an incredible variety of fish life. The
importance of protecting these fragile reefs
cannot be stressed enough. When these coral
spawn, their polyps are carried by ocean
currents to other parts of the world, fertilizing
their reefs and replenishing their coral
populations. Paradoxically, however,
Indonesia ranks as one of the most polluting
countries in the world – sending out between
0.5 and 1.3 million metric tons of plastic
waste into the oceans each year.   That

amount of pollution has a hugely destructive
effect on marine life. 

Involving the local people and educating them
through awareness is crucial to preserving the
natural world – conservation is possible only
through unity and working together. It is such
a blessing to be able to use my combined
knowledge and experience as an RVT as well
as my previous history in Papua to spread
awareness and start to make a difference in
the remote islands of Raja Ampat.
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recommends

Has your RVT career taken you down
non-traditional paths? Contact
lisa@oavt.org to tell us your story,
and earn CE credits for sharing!

Jasmine Togeretz is a Canadian RVT and
passionate conservationist, raised in the dense
jungles of Papua, Indonesia, where she
developed her love for nature. She currently
lives and works in community development
and conservation in the islands in Raja Ampat,
Indonesia. She speaks both Bahasa Indonesia
and English, loves orcas, art, the ocean, and
black coffee.  




